
hink outside the box!”
 Don’t you love the sound of 

that phrase? I do, even though 
I really don’t know what it 

means. Maybe those words are meant 
to be a metaphor for eliminating exist-
ing paradigms and turning one’s imagi-
nation free. 

Sounds like fun, so here goes.
Some people are saying that harness 

racing is nearly dead, and someone else 
needs to fix it. Let’s liberate our minds by 
declaring harness racing dead. Everyone 
who can’t make enough money from 
participating in harness racing can get 
out, and blame it all on the death of 
what was once a profitable enterprise. 

Most people will be able to come up 
with the name of a person or two, or an 
event or two, or a whole segment of the 
industry that should be charged with aid-
ing in this terrible crime. Of course, it will 
always be someone else’s fault. Passing 
out blame for the hypothetical demise 
of our beloved harness racing doesn’t 

qualify as “thinking outside the box,” so 
let’s create an heir to his estate instead.

We might name this new young start-
up Driving Horse Racing. Everyone 
with a smile and a willingness to place 
selfish interest behind the greater good 
of this new venture will be welcome to 
help shape its identity. 

Since young Mr. Driving Horse 
Racing will inherit the estate of poor 
old dead harness racing, maybe the first 
task would be to go through things and 
decide what is worth keeping around, 
what should be sold for $1 a box at a 
tag sale, and what should be hauled to 
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Rising from the Ashes
The ‘death’ of harness racing opens the way for Driving 
                    Horse Racing—and the new opportunities it brings

Hoof Beats welcomes fans, supporters and 
participants in racing to offer their opinions 
in our Grandstand View column. Here are 
the views of Jim Reynolds of Watseka, Ill.

T

http://www.kentuckianafarms.com
mailto:office@kentuckianafarms.com
http://www.siredby.com
http://www.siredby.com

