
the nearest dump for disposal. Let’s start 
with the concept of image.

Harness racing could never figure out 
whether it was a sport, a gaming indus-
try, a complex agricultural-based busi-
ness, a breed of horse (Standardbred) 
looking for a purpose to exist, a hold-
over from the colonial days, or all of 
these things. Outsiders seemed to con-
sider it to be a gaming industry, which 
was hard to enter and win—either as a 
gambler or horse owner—because insid-
ers had too many advantages. 

This point is going to require a lot 
more consideration because we want 
our new, young Driving Horse Racing 
to get it right.

Let’s try dressing up our new venture 
primarily as a sport and see what it might 
look like. One thing that basketball, 
football and golf seem to have is a lot of 
different levels of participation. Let’s try 
that with our sport. We will provide a lot 
of levels and ways to become involved 

with a lot of places to race horses.
One level might be local clubs, where 

participants could rent a horse or bring 
their own from home and race each 
other for ribbons and bragging rights, 
kind of like showing riding horses at 
the local horse show arena or someone’s 
training track. Everything would be low 
budget, with no purse money allowed. 
It would be more like a playground 
game of basketball than what the cur-

rent amateur horse racing has become.
Another level would be for high school 

students modeled after the National 
High School Rodeo Association. They 
have local competitions leading to state 
championships, and then a week-long 
National Championship event. Their 
purses are belt buckles and saddles. Ours 
would be pickup trucks, horse trailers, 
jog carts, and other equipment, or maybe 
scholarships, but no purse money. We 
should approach the Future Farmers of 
America or 4-H about this level.

Then we would have two or three 
different levels of county-fair type racing. 
One level would have no stake payments 
and low entry fees accompanied by a 
minimal level of purses. We could then 
build up to more traditional stakes races 
and work our way up to professionals 
and high-dollar horses going for big 
money and national attention much as 
harness racing did before it passed on.

The key to this start-over approach 
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