
the participants getting paid to perform. 
Our new Driving Horse Racing venture 
will be about tough competition, and 
winning and losing. Harness racing’s 
pari-mutuel wagering side had that part 
right. Most people placing a wager 
knew there could only be big winners if 
there were a lot of losers. 

Race programs with races for bottom 
claimers that haven’t earned a check in 
the last six starts or haven’t won a 
race this year might have been send-
ing wrong messages to new customers. 
The new race condition sheets at the 
professional levels would be designed 
to celebrate and reward winners, as 
opposed to a way to pass out money so 
everyone can earn enough to pay their 
bills. I admit that the folks in the train-
ing barns at existing pari-mutuel tracks 
won’t likely embrace this concept.

Of course, harness racing isn’t going 
to die as long as there is a healthy 
income stream from racinos, subsidies 
from casinos, and hope that additional 

states will buy into the idea of casino 
gambling being offered at horse racing 
tracks with some of the earnings given 
to horsemen. And as one of my down-
home friends often says, “If it’s raining 
soup, be sure your soup bowl is turned 
right side up.” I’ll bet our new Driving 
Horse Racing can work with that con-

cept, as long as it doesn’t lose sight of 
the vision and the image that sets it 
apart from pulling the levers and just 
being numbers on pari-mutuel tickets.

Many people, including me, think that 
these are the days for internal examina-
tion, conceptualization, hypothesis cre-
ating and testing, prioritizing and imple-

menting methodologies and designing 
factual and statistically valid evaluation 
procedures. I am guessing that harness 
racing’s elected leaders and some others 
with heavy financial involvement in the 
sport are doing much of this work right 
now. I am looking forward to learning 
about the results of their efforts. 

In the meantime I think it’s great fun 
to think outside the box (at least my 
little, bitty box) without having to be 
responsible or even realistic. 

To comment on this idea, please visit our message 
forum at http://harnessphere.ustrotting.com.

Let’s think about this business of honesty. 
We don’t want our new sport to look 

like professional wrestling, where everything 
is a staged show. 
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